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Dr. Betty Allison, Voice Teacher, Director Vocal Techniques Workshop          

 Dr. Betty Allison is a soprano, teaching artist, and Professor of Voice at the University of 
Saskatchewan, Canada. A graduate of the Canadian Opera Company Ensemble Studio, she 
has performed more than forty operatic roles and brings nearly two decades of experience 
as a recitalist and chamber musician. Her work bridges performance, pedagogy, and 
research, with a particular focus on singing, wellness, and artistic sustainability. Allison’s 
research investigates how collaborative practices and supportive teaching models can help 
sustain healthy and resilient singing careers. She is also preparing a new edition of songs 
by nineteenth century composer Julie Baroni Cavalcabó, helping to return this rarely heard 
songs to the concert stage. 

Anne Larlee, Collaborative Pianist, Director Opera Repetiteur Workshop                                                         
Anne Larlee has worked as a répétiteur and coach at the Frankfurt Opera since 2016 and 
given numerous recitals, including performances with Tamara Wilson, Bianca Andrew, 
Jonathan Abernethy, Louise Alder, Paula Murrihy and Anthony Robin Schneider. 
Previously, she was a répétiteur and vocal coach at the Komische Oper Berlin and the 
Canadian Opera Company in Toronto, where she regularly returns. She has performed at 
festivals such as Glyndebourne, Aldeburgh and Bregenz, as well as at Calgary Opera, San 
Francisco Opera, the Opera Theatre in St. Louis, and the Tyroler Festspiele Erl. In 
addition, she has accompanied masterclasses led by Sir Thomas Allen, Brigitte 
Fassbaender, Martin Isepp, Dame Felicity Lott and Carlo Rizzi and works as a 
collaborator and coach for the Neue Stimmen Masterclasses of the Bertelsmann 

Foundation in Gütersloh. 

Wendy Nielsen, Masterclasses                                                                                                                                                
Wendy has been teaching voice for over twenty-five years.  In 1994, around the same 
time her operatic career was beginning to take off, she began teaching at a small 
summer program in St. Andrews, NB.  While she was Artistic Director, the St. Andrews 
Summer Opera Workshop gained a national reputation, largely for its emphasis on the 
artistic process for young opera singers. In 2012, Wendy joined the University of 
Toronto Faculty of Music and is now Associate Professor, Teaching Stream in Voice and 
Opera. She was Head of the Voice Area from 2015-2020. Wendy is currently the Head 
Vocal Consultant for the Canadian Opera Company Ensemble Studio. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Tom Diamond, Acting Coach 

Tom Diamond is a renowned Stage Director, Dramaturg and Operatic Acting Coach. He 
has directed acclaimed productions for all the major Canadian opera companies, 
prominent opera companies in the United States as well as both on and off-Broadway. 
In September 2021, his production of the Martin Luther King opera I DREAM 
premiered at Opera Carolina. His productions of Tchaikovsky’s EUGENE ONEGIN 
were seen in Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver and Charlotte NC. He was the Resident 
Director/Dramaturge for Tapestry Opera in Toronto for a decade where he developed 
and staged many world premieres. His premiere production of OKSANA G was 
nominated for 7 Dora Mavor Moore Awards in 2019.  He is the Senior Acting Coach for 
the COC Ensemble Studio, a regular guest at L’Opera de Montreal’s Atelier Lyrique and 
on staff at the Royal Conservatory of Music’s Glen Gould School where he recently 

staged Handel’s RINALDO. Mr. Diamond is most often recognized from his role as Coach/Judge in the Gemini 
Award-winning series BATHROOM DIVAS. 



Susan Barratt, Movement for Opera Singers 

 Susan Barratt trained as a dancer in Montreal, completed a BA in English and BFA in 
dance, then went on to become a CMA (Certified Movement Analyst) with the Laban-
Bartenieff Centre for Movement Studies in New York.  Since moving Nova Scotia in 
1999 she has performed for Kinetic Studio, Short & Sweet and the Mayworks Festival as 
well as the Multicultural and Jazz Festivals.  In 2013 she completed certification in 
Antigym©, a method which helps to restore balance and flexibility in the body.  This year 
she also became a Certified Yoga teacher. Susan has been teaching Theatre Movement at 
Acadia University since 2005 and is often choreographer/movement consultant on ATC 
productions. She also teaches movement for Dalhousie’s Theatre Department. 

 

Rachael Kerr, Repetiteur 

Currently a faculty vocal coach at the Glenn Gould School, Rachael Kerr has been a 
coach and repetiteur for the Canadian Opera Company since 2017. Through the COC, 
she has also been part of developing world premieres of operas by Rufus Wainwright, 
Ana Sokolovic and Ian Cusson. Past credits include two recent song recital tours with 
Jeunesses Musicales du Canada, as well as serving as music director for shows with 
Against the Grain Theatre and Soundstreams. Rachael has also been a rehearsal pianist 
for the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in numerous projects, including major symphonic 
vocal works such as Mahler’s Symphony No. 3, Stravinsky’s Pulcinella, Massenet’s 
Thaïs, Wagner’s Die Walküre, Mozart’s Requiem, Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 13, 
and Weill’s Seven Deadly Sins.  Recent season highlights include performing in concert 

with soprano Adrianne Pieczonka at the University of Western Ontario and a recital with soprano Karoline 
Podolak for the Women’s Musical Club of Toronto, in addition to appearing in numerous concerts under the 
auspices of Toronto Summer Music. 

Indra Egan, Repetiteur 

Persian Canadian musician Indra Egan is a faculty pianist and vocal coach at Dalhousie 
University’s Fountain School of Performing Arts. Originally from Northern BC, Indra has 
worked as a répétiteur, pianist, and coach across Canada, including collaborations with 
Vancouver Opera, Tapestry Opera, Opera Kelowna, and Neptune Theatre. Indra is 
passionate about giving back through art by performing in eight annual “Indra and 
Friends” benefit concerts for Canadian medical charities. She has also produced and 
performed in three epilepsy awareness concerts; her online concert “Unshakeable” 
featured over 100 performers.  Away from the keyboard, Indra also works as a journalist 
and has written for publications including The Globe and Mail. 

 

 

 


